into battle
this one had been lying—only a streak of oil about a mile long
smearing the surface of the harbour. It looks as if a result has
been obtained.
To-day,   Thursday,   at   daybreak,   torpedo-carrying  aircraft
of the Fleet Air Arm, 18 in number, have attacked enemy shipping
in the harbour of Trondheim.    We had hoped to get a Hipper
class cruiser which was reported certainly to be there.    She had,
however, vanished in the night, and all we got was a destroyer,
which was hit by a torpedo.    This form of attack by torpedo from
the air is very old.    I saw it when I was First Lord before the
last war and was deeply interested in it.    It was used once at the
Dardanelles.    It  carries with it great  hopes  and possibilities,
which have never been fully developed, but we must have more
practice and experience in the use of this unaccustomed weapon.
This we hope to obtain as the fighting proceeds during the summer.
In my task of answering the question, " What is the Navy
doing ? "    I am getting too near the range of current and pending
operations to be able to make any further report to the House,
but I hope I have to some extent answered the question which
has been asked, and shown that the Navy has not been idle or
negligent, and that it is actively proceeding on the tasks confided
to it by Parliament.    I shall look forward to making a further
statement to Parliament a little later on.    I will, however, venture
to make a few general observations and attempt to survey the
results up to date.    When we speak of the command of the seas,
that does not mean that the Royal Navy and its French Ally
command every part of the seas at the same moment or at every
moment.    It only means that we can make our will prevail
ultimately in any part of the seas which may be selected for
operations, and thus indirectly we can make our will prevail in
every part of the seas.    That is what command of the seas means.
Anything more foolish than to suppose that the life and strength
of the Royal Navy—which, allow me to remind the House, is
engaged in bringing in through the U-boats the immense traffics
of this country—anything, I say, more foolish than to suppose
that the life and strength of the Royal Navy should have been
expended in ceaselessly patrolling up and down the Norwegian
and Danish coasts, a target for the U-boats, wearing out their
crews and machinery on the chance that Hitler would launch a
blow like this—anything more foolish than that nobody can
imagine.   I say with great respect that a man who makes such a
suggestion is hardly qualified to offer advice to the nation in these
serious times.
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